
 

   
 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 23, 2021 
 
 

TIME TOPIC SPEAKER(S) 

11:00 – 11:05 AM CST 

Symposium Welcome 
 

Tanisha K. Taylor, MD, MPH, MBA, CIME, FACP, FACOEM 
ACOEM Treasurer; Chief Medical Director, RWJBH Corporate Care 
 

 
Day 1 Overview 

Rupali Das, MD, MPH, FACOEM 
Clinical Professor, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
University of California, San Francisco; Medical Director, Zenith Insurance 

11:05 – 11:35 AM CST Epidemiology/COVID-19 and 
Occupational Risk Factors 

Kurt T. Hegmann, MD, MPH, FACOEM 
Chief, Division of Occupational and Environmental Health, University of Utah, 
School of Medicine; Director, Rocky Mountain Center for Occupational and 
Environmental Health, University of Utah 
 
Sara E. Luckhaupt, MD, MPH 
CAPT, US Public Health Service, Associate Director for Science, Division of Field 
Studies and Engineering, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

11:35 – 11:45 AM CST Q&A 

11:45 – 12:05 PM CST 
Immunology and Update on 
SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine 
Development 

Karin Pacheco, MD, MSPH 
Associate Professor, Department of Medicine, Division of Environmental & 
Occupational Health Sciences, National Jewish Health and University of 
Colorado School of Public Health  
 

COVID-19: The Saga Continues 
Successful Strategies for Keeping Safe at Work 

Virtual Symposium 

January 23-24, 2021; 11:00 am – 3:00 pm CST each day  



12:05 – 12:20 PM CST 
Vaccine Prioritization and 
Distribution 
 

John Howard, MD, MPH, JD, LLM, MBA 
Director, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH); 
Administrator of the World Trade Center Health Program, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services  

12:20 – 12:40 PM CST 
Vaccine Distribution in a 
Medical Center 
 

Wendy Thanassi, MD, MA, MRO 
Chief, Occupational Health Service, Palo Alto VA Health Care System; Associate 
Professor, Affiliated Epidemiology and Population Health Sciences, Stanford 
Hospital and Clinics 

12:40 – 1:20 PM CST 
Vaccine Development, 
Prioritization and Distribution –  
Panel Discussion and Q&A 

Karin Pacheco MD, MSPH 
John Howard, MD, MPH, JD, LLM, MBA 
Wendy Thanassi MA, MD, MRO 

1:20 – 1:35 PM CST BREAK 

1:35 – 2:00 PM CST 
Addressing the Possible 
“Twindemic” 
 

Elie F. Berbari, MD, FIDSA 
Professor of Medicine, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Chair of the Division of 
Infectious Diseases at Mayo Clinic; Chair of the Mayo Clinic COVID19 diagnostic 
stewardship task force  

2:00 – 2:10 PM CST Q&A 

2:10 – 2:40 PM CST 
Pandemic Preparedness – What 
is working? What is not?  
 

Wendy Braund, MD, MPH, MSEd, FACPM 
COVID-19 Response Director, Pennsylvania Department of Health 

2:40 – 2:55 PM CST Q&A 

2:55 – 3:00 PM CST Day 1 Recap 
 

Rupali Das, MD, MPH, FACOEM 
Clinical Professor, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
University of California, San Francisco; Medical Director, Zenith Insurance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, January 24, 2021 
 

TIME TOPIC SPEAKER(S) 

11:00 – 11:05 AM CST Symposium Welcome/ 
Day 2 Overview 

Moderator: Margaret K. Cook-Shimanek, MD, MPH 
Medical Director, Montana Department of Labor and Industry, Employment 
Relations Division 
 

11:05 – 11:30 AM CST 
Built Environment in Long-Term 
Care Facilities 
 

Mike Van Dyke, PhD, CIH 
Associate Professor, Department of Environmental and Occupational Health 
and the Center for Work, Health & Environment, Colorado School of Public 
Health 

11:30 – 11:40 AM CST Q&A 

11:40 – 11:55 AM CST Testing Programs and Protocols 
– Update 2021 

Robert J. Harrison, MD, MPH 
Clinical Professor, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
University of California, San Francisco 
 

11:55 – 12:45 PM CST 

Cardiovascular Effects of COVID 
Nirav N. Desai, MD 
Kaiser Permanente  
 

Managing Medical 
Complications of COVID-19  

Robert J. Harrison, MD, MPH 
Clinical Professor, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 
University of California, San Francisco 
 

12:45– 1:00 PM CST Q&A 

1:00 – 1:15 PM CST BREAK 

  
Moderator: Glenn S. Pransky, MD, MOCCH, FACOEM   
Associate Professor, Departments of Family Medicine and Quantitative Health 
Sciences, University of Massachusetts Medical School 

1:15 – 1:25 PM CST Workers' Compensation Issues 
and COVID-19 

Margaret K. Cook-Shimanek, MD, MPH 
Medical Director, Montana Department of Labor and Industry, Employment 
Relations Division 
 



1:25 – 1:55 PM CST 
COVID-19 and the California 
Workers’ Compensation System 
 

Alex Swedlow  
President, California Workers’ Compensation Institute (CWCI) 
 
Rena David, MBA/MPH  
Senior Vice-President, Research & Operations, California Workers’ 
Compensation Institute (CWCI) 

1:55– 2:10 PM CST Q&A 

2:10 – 2:30 PM CST 
Burnout and Moral Injury in 
Health Care Workers  
 

Jamie C. Riches, DO 
Assistant Clinical Attending Physician, Department of Medicine, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center; Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine, Weill Cornell 
Medical College 
 

2:30 – 2:45 PM CST Grief and Bereavement – 
Helping Workers Cope 

Glenn S. Pransky, MD, MOCCH, FACOEM   
Associate Professor, Departments of Family Medicine and Quantitative Health 
Sciences, University of Massachusetts Medical School 

2:45 – 2:55 PM CST Q&A 

2:55 – 3:00 PM CST 

Day 2 Recap 
Glenn S. Pransky, MD, MOCCH, FACOEM   
Associate Professor, Departments of Family Medicine and Quantitative Health 
Sciences, University of Massachusetts Medical School 

Symposium Closing 
Tanisha K. Taylor, MD, MPH, MBA, CIME, FACP, FACOEM 
ACOEM Treasurer; Chief Medical Director, RWJBH Corporate Care 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


